Investigation on the formation of the hormone reception mechanism.
The formation of the hormone receptor mechanism is part of the embryonic development. The perinatal age seems to be critical for the maturation of this system, i.e. the development of the proper hormone selectivity, the number of the receptors, their sensitivity to the adequate hormone. Our team tried to get a closer view on this developmental period examining different parameters in different model systems. We were able to show that during the maturation of the hormonal system similar responses could be elicited by the later specific hormones or by the non-specific ones but structurally similar compounds. Also it became evident that one single hormonal treatment, applied during in the perinatal age, could influence the responsiveness to hormones of the adult animals.